
My name is Ken Martin, I know most of you as I have taken part in the last 3 East Coast rides of 

the organization. I have also represented the organization for the last 2 years in the Canadian 

Paramedic ride, and am signed up to head west this year as well. I have met some great people 

while taking part in these rides. I rode my first year (2013) after hearing Steve Berry speak at a 

conference here in New York about 8 years ago now. While listening to Steve's presentation, I 

leaned over to my friend sitting next to me and said "I will do that ride one day" (not having any 

clue as to how much of an impact it would have on me). So, i got to Maine, was felt very 

awkward, as I didn't know anyone. By the end of the opening meeting, I was at the bar having a 

few beers with people, thinking "this isn't so bad". The next morning I was full of doubt, 

wondering if I would be able to keep up, if I would be able to complete the whole ride, as the 

most I had ever ridden at one time was 64 miles. By the end of that first day, I was blown away 

by my own performance as well as the fact that I was at dinner hanging out with people I had 

only just met, yet felt like I had known them forever. Words just can not explain that feeling. The 

following morning I was yet again blown away when I was asked if I would be interested in 

being a ride marshal (a position I have been honored to hold for all 3 East Coast events). The 

first year in Canada I was asked to be a ride marshal in there first year of the ride as well, again, 

quite an honor, especially being an "american".  

     Last September during the Canadian Paramedic ride, Norm and I got to talking on day as we 

rode our bikes through the Canadian country side, and we mentioned how cool it would be to do 

an international ride. This idea was tossed around for a few months and then we began to for it 

into a possible reality. We mentioned it to some of our fellow riders, and the more we talked 

about it, the more support we got. As most of you are aware, we are in the planning stages of 

making this idea a go. We have many great ideas, as well as very valuable insight from other 

coordinators, riders and board members. We are vary excited for this event to take place. 

  After participating in a few events, I find myself wanting to do more. During this years ride I 

was approached by a few fellow riders (and I believe a few board members) about the idea of 

being a board member. I became interested right away. I would like to do my part to help out 

where ever I'm needed, and be a team player in a leadership capacity of this ride.  

   As far as leadership experience goes, I have been in EMS for 18 years, I have worked primarily 

at the same agency for all 18 years, I have been a supervisor there for 17 of those years and a 

paramedic for 14. I also work full time at an other agency. I am always up for a challenge and 

look forward to being given the opportunity to help out more in this organization. The only thing 

I would regret in being on the board is I think somewhere along the way that board members are 

not allowed to be ride marshals.... I kinda like that job.  

 

Ken Martin 
 


